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Hiram Monserrate 
Candidate, EC2017, City Council District 21 
Program participant: $100,100 public funds received 
Joe Giraldo, Treasurer of Hiram 2017 
 

The Board determined that the Campaign failed to comply with the Campaign 
Finance Act and Board rules and assessed violations and penalties as detailed below. 

 

1. Failing to demonstrate compliance with cash 
receipts reporting and documentation 
requirements  

$818 

� Campaigns are required to report all cash receipts, deposit them into the bank account listed 
on the candidate’s filer registration and/or certification within ten business days of receipt, and 
provide the deposit slips for the account to the Board. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(1)(d), (g), (6), (10), 
(11), (12); Board Rules 1-04(a), (b), 2-06(a), 3-03(c), 4-01(a), (b)(1), (3), (f). 

 The Campaign reported $9,498 in cash receipts, but the deposit slips provided account for 
$12,773 in cash receipts, a difference of $3,275. This constitutes a variance of 34.48% between the 
cash receipts reported and documented by the Campaign. 

 The Board assessed a penalty of $818 for this violation. 

2. Failing to report transactions in daily pre-election 
disclosure statements  

$250 

All aggregate contributions and/or loans from a single source in excess of $1,000, and all 
aggregate expenditures to a single vendor in excess of $20,000, received or made within 14 days of an 
election, must be disclosed to the Board within 24 hours. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(6), (12), 3-708(8); 
Board Rules 1-08(b), 1-09, 3-02(e). 

The Campaign did not file the required daily disclosures to report two $1,000 in-kind 
contributions from Valentin Consulting on August 29, 2017 and September 7, 2017.  

The Board assessed a penalty of $250 for this violation. 

3. Failing to report and document basic campaign 
functions/ activities   

$500 

Campaigns are required to report and document all financial transactions, including basic 
categories of  expenditures such as postage, printing, rent, fundraising, utilities, and petitioning. See 
Admin. Code §§ 3-702(8), 3-703(1)(d), (g), (6), (11), (12); Board Rules 1-02, 1-04(g), 1-08(a), (b), (c), 
(h), 1-09, 3-02, 3-03(e), 4-01. 
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The Campaign reported very limited expenditures with the purpose code “fundraiser.” The 
Campaign reported one in-kind contribution related to an event hosted and paid for by the Candidate, 
but did not report or document any other fundraising expenditures. 

 The Board assessed a penalty of  $500 for this violation.  

4. Failing to document transactions  $200 

Campaigns are required to document all financial transactions. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(1)(d), 
(g), (11), (12), 3-715; Board Rules 1-09, 4-01(a), (c), (g), (k), 4-03.  

The Campaign failed to report or provide documentation for credits totaling $800. 
Additionally, the Campaign provided samples of, but did not report any expenditures related to or 
indicate a Transaction ID for, a palm card, a piece of  literature, and a banner. 

The Board assessed total penalties of  $200 for these violations. 

5. Failing to demonstrate that spending was in 
furtherance of the campaign 

$407 

Campaigns are required to demonstrate that all spending was in furtherance of  the campaign. 
See Admin. Code §§ 3-702(21)(a), (b); 3-703(1)(d), (g), (6), (11); Board Rules 1-03(a), 1-08(p), 4-01(e). 

The Campaign made expenditures totaling $1,370 to campaign workers that it failed to 
demonstrate were in furtherance of  the campaign. The Campaign also reported a $217.75 expenditure 
to Call A Head that it failed to demonstrate was in furtherance of  the campaign. 

The Board assessed total penalties of  $407 for these violations. 

6. Exceeding the expenditure limit 
 

$24,248 
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Candidates who participate in the Campaign Finance Program may not spend in excess of  the 
expenditure limits. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(1)(i), (11), 3-706, 3-711(2)(a); Board Rules 1-08(c), (d), 
(l), 7-05(b). 

The Campaign exceeded the primary election expenditure limit by $12,124.16 (6.7%).  

The Board assessed a penalty of  $24,248 for this violation. 

7. Filing a late response to the Initial Documentation Request 
 

$50 
 

Campaigns are required to maintain records, such as copies of  checks, invoices, and bank 
records, to verify financial transactions reported in disclosure statements, and campaigns are required 
to provide such records to the Board upon request and to respond to specific questions regarding 
compliance with the Act and Board rules. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(1) (d), (g), (6), (11), (12), 3-708(5), 
3-710(1); Board Rules 1-09(a), 4-01, 4-05(a).  

The Campaign responded to the IDR one day late. 

 The Board assessed a penalty of  $50 for this violation.   

 


