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Chris Miao 
Candidate, EC2017, City Council District 38 
Program participant: $0 public funds received 
Justin Wan, Treasurer of Chris Miao for Council 
 

The Board determined that the Campaign has failed to comply with the Campaign 
Finance Act and Board rules, and assessed violations and penalties as detailed below. 

 

1. Accepting over-the-limit contributions $6,562 

� Campaigns are prohibited from accepting contributions (monetary or in-kind) in excess of the 
applicable contribution limit. See Admin. Code §§ 3-702(8), 3-703(1)(f), (11); Board Rules 1-04(c)(1), 
(h), 1-07(c). A loan not repaid by the day of the election is considered a contribution subject to the 
contribution limit. See Admin. Code § 3-702(8); Board Rule 1-05(a). 

 The Campaign accepted $29,000 in loans and failed to repay those loans by the date of the 
primary election. As a result, the Campaign accepted contributions that were $26,250 over the 
contribution limit. 

 The Board assessed total penalties of $6,562 for these violations. 

2. Failing to demonstrate that spending was in 
furtherance of the campaign 

$1,250 

Campaigns are required to demonstrate that all spending was in furtherance of the campaign. 
See Admin. Code §§ 3-702(21)(a), (b); 3-703(1)(d), (g), (6), (11); Board Rules 1-03(a), 1-08(p), 4-01(e). 

The campaign failed to demonstrate that an expenditure of $5,000 was in furtherance of the 
campaign.   

The Board assessed a penalty of $1,250 for this violation. 

3. Failing to report transactions $609 

Campaigns are required to report all financial transactions in disclosure statements filed 
according to the schedule provided by the Board. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(1)(d), (g), (6), (11), (12); 
Board Rules 1-09, 3-02, 3-03(a), (c), (d), (e), 4-01. 

The Campaign failed to report transactions totaling $12,180.80.  

The Board assessed a penalty of $609 for this violation. 
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4. Filing late disclosure statements $500 

Campaigns are required to file complete and timely disclosure statements on scheduled dates. 
See N.Y.C. Charter § 1052(a)(8); Admin. Code §§ 3-703(6), (12), 3-708(8); Board Rules 1-09, 3-02. 

The Campaign filed Disclosure Statement #10 on August 14, 2017, three days after the due 
date, and filed Disclosure Statement #16 on January 23, 2018, seven days after the due date. 

The Board assessed a penalty of $500 for these violations. 

5. Accepting contributions from a limited liability 
company 

$307 

 

Campaigns may not accept a campaign contribution from any corporation, limited liability 
company (LLC), or partnership. See N.Y.C. Charter § 1052(a)(13); Admin. Code §§ 3-702(8), 3-
703(1)(l); Board Rules 1-04(c)(1), (e), (g), 1-05. In-kind contributions include goods or services 
donated to a candidate free of charge or at a special discount not avail-able to others. See Admin. Code 
§ 3-702(8); Board Rule 1-02. 

The Campaign accepted an in-kind contribution of $204.87 from a limited liability company. 

The Campaign assessed a penalty of $307 for this violation. 

6. Failing to demonstrate compliance with cash 
receipts reporting and documentation requirements 

$217 

Campaigns are required to report all cash receipts, deposit them into the bank account listed 
on the candidate’s filer registration and/or certification within ten business days of receipt, and 
provide the deposit slips for the account to the Board. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(1)(d), (g), (6), (10), 
(11), (12; Board Rules 1-04(a), (b), 2-06(a), 3-03(c), 4-01(a), (b)(1), (3), (f). 

The Campaign reported $3,660 in cash receipts, but the deposit slips provided only account 
for $2,790 in cash receipts, a difference of $870. This constitutes a variance of 23.77% between the 
cash receipts reported and documented by the Campaign.  

The Board assessed a penalty of $217 for this violation. 

7. Failing to provide a bank statement $50 

 Campaigns are required to provide copies of bank, credit card, and merchant ac-count 
statements for all accounts used for each election. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(1)(d), (g), (11); Board 
Rule 3-03(f), 4-01(f)(1). 

 The Campaign failed to provide the October 2018 bank statement for its TD Bank account. 

 The Board assessed a penalty of $50 for this violation.  

 


