
 
 

S u m m a r y  o f  F i n a l  B o a r d  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  

  

 

Adrienne Adams 

Candidate, 2017, City Council District 28, Queens 

Program participant: $135,492 in public funds received 

Adjoa Gzifa, Treasurer of Adrienne for NY 

 

The Board determined that the Campaign committed three violations of the 

Campaign Finance Act and Board rules, and assessed violations and penalties as detailed 

below.  

 

 

1. Failing to demonstrate compliance with reporting   $300 

 requirements for receipts 

 

All aggregate contributions and/or loans from a single source in excess of $1,000, and all 

aggregate expenditures to a single vendor in excess of $20,000, received or made within 14 days 

of an election, must be disclosed to the Board within 24 hours. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(6), 

(12), 3-708(8); Board Rules 1-08(b), 1-09, 3-02(e). 

 

The Campaign failed to report six expenditures to Connective Strategies, Inc., totaling 

$24,553.21, and two expenditures to Red Horse Strategies, totaling $23,670. 

 

 The Board assessed total penalties of $300 for these violations.  

 

2. Exceeding the expenditure limit       $494 

 

Candidates who participate in the Campaign Finance Program may not spend in excess of 

the expenditure limits. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(1)(i), (11), 3-706, 3-711(2)(a); Board Rules 1-

08(c), (d), (l), 7-05(b). 

 

The Campaign reported $182,494.67 in expenditures attributable to the general election, 

which exceeds the $182,000 expenditure limit by $494.67.  

 

The Board assessed total penalties of $494 for these violations. 

 

3. Filing a late response to a request for documentation   $456 

 and information 

 

Campaigns are required to maintain records, such as copies of checks, invoices, and bank 

records, to verify financial transactions reported in disclosure statements, and campaigns are 

required to provide such records to the Board upon request and to respond to specific questions 

regarding compliance with the Act and Board rules. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(1)(d), (g), (6), 

(11), (12), 3-708(5), 3-710(1); Board Rules 1-09(a), 4-01, 4-05(a).  



 
 

S u m m a r y  o f  F i n a l  B o a r d  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  

  

On August 31, 2017, CFB staff requested documentation and information in response to a 

complaint filed against the Campaign. The deadline to respond to the request was September 5, 

2017. The Campaign did not respond to the request until September 11, 2018. 

 

The Board assessed a penalty of $456 for this violation. 
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**Note on this/these: “these” should be used where there are multiple instances of  a violation 

within the heading. For example, if  a Campaign failed to file more than one disclosure statement 

timely, the recommended penalty sentence should read, “CFB staff  recommends total penalties of  

$$$ for these violations.” One exception is aggregation violations from a single source. For example, 

if  a campaign receives multiple corporate contributions from the same source, that should still be 

treated as a single violation (e.g., “CFB staff  recommends a penalty of  $$ for this violation”). If, 

however, the Campaign accepted corporate contributions from more than one source, the “these 

violations” formulation would be appropriate. 
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