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Benjamin Kallos 

Candidate, 2013, Council District 5, Manhattan  

Program participant: $184,800 in public funds received 

 

1. Filing a late disclosure statement           No Penalty 

 

Campaigns are required to file complete and timely disclosure statements on scheduled 

dates. See N.Y.C. Charter § 1052(a)(8); Admin. Code §§ 3-703(6), (12), 3-708(8), 3-719(1); Board 

Rules 1-09, 3-02. 

  

 The Campaign did not file Disclosure Statement 9 successfully on the deadline. After being 

notified by CFB staff that its backup documentation had not been submitted, and being assisted by 

staff, the Campaign corrected its mistake. 

 

 The Board did not assess a penalty for this violation.  

 

 

2. Accepting over-the-limit contributions          No Penalty 

 

Campaigns are prohibited from accepting contributions in excess of the applicable 

contribution limit. See Admin. Code §§ 3-702(8), 3-703(1)(f), (11), 3-719(2); Board Rules 1-

04(c)(1), (h), (s), 1-07(c).  

 

The Campaign accepted and timely refunded a $175 over-the-limit contribution from an 

individual. The Campaign’s failure to make the refund prior to notification may have been due to 

a possible miscommunication with the CFB staff. 

 The Board did not assess a penalty for this violation.  

3. Making impermissible post-election expenditures         $183 

 

After an election and before repaying leftover campaign funds to the Board, participants 

may spend campaign funds only to pay campaign-related expenses incurred in the preceding 

election and for “routine activities involving nominal cost associated with winding up a campaign 

and responding to the post-election audit.” See Admin. Code §§ 3-702(21)(a)(8), 3-703(1)(d), (g), 

(6), (11), 3-710(2)(c); Board Rules 1-03(a), 1-08(b), 5-03(e)(2). 

 

 Twenty-four expenditures totaling $733.27, nearly all of them for merchant account fees, 

are impermissible post-election expenditures due to their timing. The Campaign did not receive 

post-election contributions that demonstrate any need to maintain the merchant account. 

The Board assessed a penalty of $183 for these violations. 

http://www.nyccfb.info/VSApps/CandidateSummary.aspx?as_cand_id=1301&as_election_cycle=2013&cand_name=Kallos,%20Benjamin%20J&office=CD%2005&report=summ
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4. Exceeding the expenditure limit                   $3,244 

Candidates who participate in the Campaign Finance Program may not spend in excess of 

the expenditure limits. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(1)(i), (11), 3-706, 3-711(2)(a); Board Rules 1-

08(c), (d), (l), 7-05(b). 

 

 Based on the Campaign’s reporting and documentation, the Campaign exceeded the 

primary election expenditure limit by $1,313.58 (1.1%) and the general election expenditure limit 

by $1,930.66 (0.7%). 

The Board assessed a penalty of $3,244 for these violations. 

 

5. Using campaign funds for inaugural expenses                    No Penalty 
 

Transition and Inaugural Entities (“TIEs”) are required to establish and maintain a separate 

campaign bank account and to report all bank, merchant, and depository accounts used for 

transition or inaugural purposes. Other entities are not permitted to make expenditures for such 

purposes. See Admin. Code § 3-801(2)(a); Board Rules 11-02, 11-04(a). 

 

On December 9, 2013, the Campaign made a $500 payment to Straus Media for 

inauguration advertisements, which should instead have been made by Benjamin Kallos’s 2013 

TIE. The TIE properly reimbursed the Campaign for the expenditure once the Campaign became 

aware of the error. 

 

 The Board did not assess a penalty for this violation.  

 


