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John Liu  
Candidate, 2009, Comptroller  

Program participant: $1,355,065 in public funds received 

 

1. Accepting five corporate contributions                    $1,125 

 

Campaigns may not accept, either directly or by transfer, a campaign contribution or loan, 

or guarantee or other security for such loan, from any corporation, limited liability company 

(LLC), or partnership. See N.Y.C. Charter § 1052(a)(13); Admin. Code §§ 3-702(8), 3-703(1)(l); 

Board Rules 1-04(c)(1), (e), (g), 1-05.  

  

 The Campaign accepted the following corporate contributions: $200 from “66, Arthur” 

(Arthur Corbin c/o Moretrench American Corp.); $500 from Finkelstein Newman Ferrara LLP; 

$500 from First Commercial Estate Group; $1,100 from the North American Taiwanese Medical 

Association; and $4,950 from EJA Consulting Group. The Campaign refunded the contribution 

from First Commercial Estate Group timely, and refunded the remaining contributions after the 

deadlines.  

 

The Board assessed a penalty of $1,125 for these violations. 

 

2. Accepting eight contributions from unregistered political committees              $2,000 

 

Campaigns may not accept a contribution from a political committee unless the political 

committee is registered with the CFB or registers with the CFB within 10 days of receipt of the 

contribution. See Admin. Code §§ 3-702(11), 3-703(1)(k), 3-707; Board Rules 1-04(c)(1), (d), (g), 

1-05.  

The Campaign accepted contributions from the following unregistered political 

committees: Civil Service Technical Guild; Friends of Greg Atkins; Mike Honda for Congress; 

Local 376 AFSCME; Machinist District 15 PAC; and UPPW 175A Local. The Campaign refunded 

the contributions after the deadline. 

 

The Board assessed a penalty of $2,000 for these violations. 

 

3. Accepting thirty-one over-the-limit contributions                 $6,375 

   

Campaigns are prohibited from accepting contributions in excess of the applicable 

contribution limit. See Admin. Code §§ 3-702(8), 3-703(1)(f), (11); Board Rules 1-04(c)(1), (h), 

1-07(c). The contribution limit for candidates running for Comptroller in the 2009 election was 

$4,950, and the contribution limit for the runoff election for Comptroller was $2,475. See Admin. 

Code § 3-703(1)(f).   

 

The Campaign accepted thirty-one over-the-limit contributions. It timely refunded 11 of 

the contributions, and refunded the remaining contributions after the deadline.  
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The Board assessed a penalty of $6,375 for these violations. 
 

4. Accepting sixteen over-the-limit Doing Business contributions               $4,250 

  

Campaigns may not accept contributions from individuals or entities that have business 

dealings with New York City government (“the City”) in excess of the applicable Doing Business 

contribution limit for the entire election cycle. See Admin. Code §§ 3-702(8), (18), (20), 3-703 (1-

a), (1-b); Board Rules 1-04(c)(1), (h). When a candidate receives a contribution in excess of the 

limit from a contributor who have business dealings with the City, the candidate must return the 

excess portion to the contributor by bank check or certified check made out to the contributor 

within twenty days of being notified by the CFB. See Board Rule 1-04(c)(1).   

 

The Campaign accepted sixteen contributions that exceeded the Doing Business limit by a 

total of $13,100. It refunded the contributions after the deadline.  

 

The Board assessed a penalty of $4,250 for these violations. 
 

5. Failing to provide bank account and merchant account statements   $300 
 

 Campaigns must maintain records, such as copies of bank records, merchant account 

statements, checks, bills and other documentation, that enable the CFB to verify the contributions 

and expenditures reported in the candidate’s disclosure statements.  See Admin. Code §§ 3-

703(1)(d), (g), (11); Board Rule 4-01.  Campaigns are required to furnish such records to the CFB 

upon request.  See Admin. Code § 3-703(1)(d), (g), (11).    

 

The Campaign did not provide certain bank and merchant account statements for seven 

accounts. 

 

The Board assessed a penalty of $300 for these violations. 
  

6. Failing to provide signed intermediary affirmation statements    $200 

 

 Campaigns are required to provide a signed intermediary affirmation statement for each 

instance in which a candidate accepts receipts from an intermediary.  See Admin. Code §§ 3-

703(1)(d), (g); Board Rules 3-03(c)(7), 4-01(b)(5).   

 

The Campaign failed to submit two signed intermediary affirmation statements.  

The Board assessed a penalty of $200 for this violation. 
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7. Failing to report daily pre-election contributions in excess of    $300 

 $1,000 and expenditures exceeding $20,000 during the two   

 weeks preceding the election    

  

Aggregate contributions and loans from a single source in excess of $1,000, and aggregate 

expenditures in excess of $20,000, received or made within 14 days of an election, must be 

disclosed to the Board within 24 hours. See Admin. Code §§ 3-703(6), (12), 3-708(8); Board Rules 

1-09, 3-02(e). 

The Campaign did not file the required daily disclosures for fifteen transactions. 

 

The Board assessed a penalty of $300 for this violation. 
 

8. Non-campaign related expenditures       $103  

 

 Campaigns are required to demonstrate that all spending was in furtherance of the 

campaign. See Admin. Code §§ 3-702(21)(a), (b); 3-703(1)(d), (g), (6), (11); Board Rules 1-03(a), 

4-01(e). 

 

 The Campaign made one vehicle-related expenditure, three expenditures for airfare, and 

one expenditure for train travel totaling $1,031.18 which, due to reporting, documentation, and/or 

absence of documentation provided, were not in furtherance of the campaign.  

 

The Board assessed a penalty of $103 for this violation. 
 

9. Improper post-election expenditures           $600 

 

 After an election and before repaying leftover campaign funds to the Board, participants 

may spend campaign funds only to pay campaign-related expenses incurred in the preceding 

election and for “routine activities involving nominal cost associated with winding up a campaign 

and responding to the post-election audit.” See Admin. Code §§ 3-702(21)(a)(8), 3-703(1)(d), (g), 

(6), (11), 3-710(2)(c); Board Rules 1-03(a), 1-08(b), 5-03(e)(2). With regard to post-election 

events, a campaign may only hold a single event for staff, volunteers and/or supporters within 

thirty days of the election. See Admin. Code § 3-702(21)(a)(8); Board Rule 5-03(e)(2)(ii). 
 

 The Campaign reported a $6,000 outstanding liability to Golden Unicorn for a post-election 

event, but the Campaign had already held its one permissible post-election event. 

The Board assessed a penalty of $600 for this violation. 
 


