
2021 NYC DEBATE 
SPONSOR APPLICATION

NEW YORK CITY CAMPAIGN FINANCE BOARD

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Proposal Name (Lead Organization): This will be the lead organization for any group 
proposals. This organization will be the primary contact with the CFB throughout the 
Debates program and will be responsible for coordinating the memorandum of  
understanding for the group and ensuring that all elements of the proposal are completed. 

2. List of Co-Sponsors: Please list all sponsor organizations or individuals joining this application. 

3. Organizational Information & Verification: 

a. Each co-sponsoring organization in an applicant group must provide a separate  
document with responses to the “Organizational Information” section and the  
verification. These should be submitted as attachments to the group’s application.

b. The primary contact designated by the lead organization will be the primary contact with 
the New York City Campaign Finance Board for the entire group throughout the debates. 

4. Debate Program Proposal:

a. For group applications, please submit one Debate Program Proposal that outlines all 
elements and initiatives proposed by all organizations in the group.

b. Each co-sponsoring organization in a group application should complete and sign  
“Part I – Organizational Information and Verification” for their own organization. These 
should be collected by the primary sponsor and submitted to the CFB in the application.

5. Applications due by 6 p.m. on Thursday, November 19, 2020. 

 Please submit by email to:

 Matt Sollars
 Director of Public Relations
 msollars@nyccfb.info
 Cell: (646) 265-6368



2021 NYC DEBATE 
SPONSOR APPLICATION

1

NEW YORK CITY CAMPAIGN FINANCE BOARD

PART I — ORGANIZATION INFORMATION / VERIFICATION

PROPOSAL NAME (LEAD ORGANIZATION):

LIST CO-SPONSORS:

1. Organization Name: 

2. Address:

3. Website(s):

4. Contact: Name, title, phone number and email address. 

 (For the lead organization in a group application, this person will be responsible for 
communicating with the CFB on behalf of the entire group). 

5. Mission: Describe the mission of your organization.

6. Affiliations: The debate law prohibits organizations affiliated with any political party,  
any holder of public office, or any candidate for public office from sponsoring a debate.  
Given this restriction, please confirm that your organization is eligible to sponsor a  
CFB-sanctioned debate.
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7. Endorsements: The debate law prohibits a debate sponsor or co-sponsor from endorsing any 
candidate in a pending primary or general election until after the debate that it sponsors for that 
election is held.

 Will your organization be endorsing candidates for New York City offices in the 2021 elections?  
If the answer is yes, please outline the timing and process you will follow for making endorsements 
and how your organization will meet the legal requirement. 

8. Contributions: Does your organization make contributions to any candidates for New York City 
office? If yes, please explain your policy for making contributions.

9. Fundraising: Describe any fundraising plans you would implement, if necessary, to underwrite 
the cost of the debate(s). Donations from any political party organization, holder of public office, 
or candidate for public office may disqualify your organization from eligibility to sponsor a debate. 
Please list potential sources for financial support from outside your organization, including the 
amount(s) you would anticipate raising, and any in-kind donations you could expect to receive. 



3

VERIFICATION

I submit this form on behalf of the Applicant Organization in application to sponsor or co-sponsor 
one or more debates for the 2021 citywide elections for New York City.

I verify that  [“Applicant Organization”]  is not affiliated with any political party or 
with any holder of or candidate for public office and has not endorsed any candidate in a pending 
2021 primary or general election for citywide office in New York City.

I further verify that the Applicant Organization will not endorse a candidate for a New York City 
citywide office in the 2021 elections prior to the broadcast of all debates sponsored or co-
sponsored by the Applicant Organization in the pending primary or general elections.

I further verify that, in the event the Applicant Organization is selected to sponsor or co-sponsor 
one or more debates for the 2021 elections, the staging, promotion, coverage of, and all other 
aspects of implementing the debate(s), will be in conformance with all applicable federal, state, and 
local laws (including the Americans with Disabilities Act).

I understand that the City of New York shall indemnify each sponsor for any liability of such 
sponsor arising out of the acts or omissions of the City of New York in connection with the 
selection of candidates for participation in any of these debates based on the financial eligibility 
requirements as set forth in section 3-709.5(5)(b)(i) of the NYC Administrative Code.

I further verify that the Applicant Organization will indemnify and hold harmless the City of New 
York for any liability arising from the acts or omissions of the Applicant Organization in the staging, 
promotion, coverage of, and all other aspects of implementing these debates.

I further verify that I, on behalf of the Applicant Organization, have read, understand, and will 
comply with the provisions for determining who may participate in the primary and general 
election debates, including those for determining “leading contenders,” as set forth in the NYC 
Administrative Code §3-709.5.

I understand that the Campaign Finance Board may request additional information from the 
Applicant Organization before it evaluates this application. I further understand that this application 
is a public record that, by law, may be made available for inspection and comment.

Sponsor signature: 

Organization:

Name:

Date:

Title:
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PART II — DEBATE PROGRAM PROPOSAL

PROPOSAL NAME (LEAD ORGANIZATION):

DEBATE PERSONNEL, FORMAT, & VENUE:

10. Moderators / Panelists: How will you determine the personnel who appear on-camera during 
the debate? Provide the name and qualifications of the moderator(s) and/or panelists. If you 
cannot provide the name(s) at this time, please describe the criteria and procedures your 
organization would use for selecting the moderator(s) or panelist(s).

11. Developing / Soliciting Questions: How will you ensure that the questions you pose to 
candidates will reflect the broad interests and diversity of New York City’s electorate?

12. Format and Ground Rules: Describe the format and ground rules you would follow, 
addressing these topics and any others you feel pertinent: 

♦ Determination of speaking order

♦ Speaking and response times

♦ Opening and/or closing statements

♦ Would you include questions from the public? 

♦ Any restrictions for candidates, such as props or notes

 The CFB may select a diversity of debate formats and may ask applicants to modify their 
proposals based on circumstances.

13. Venue & Safety Considerations: 

a. Will you host fully remote debates with candidates in separate locations joining by 
video conferencing service? If so, please list the service you will use. Or will you host all 
candidates in a single location? Are you considering holding a debate with a live audience? 
What criteria would you use to make these determinations to ensure the safety of all 
participants?

b. For each debate that will not be conducted fully remotely, indicate whether it will be held 
in a broadcast studio or a public venue? If you select a public venue, please describe any 
previous debates that have been held there. How will you maintain public safety and social 
distancing at any public venue selected? Please note that sponsors are responsible for 
making all arrangements to broadcast debates from proposed locations.



5

14. Prior Debate Experience: Describe your organizations’ experience in sponsoring election 
debates. Include information regarding the election date, office sought, the number of 
participants, broadcast and media coverage, co-sponsors, and publicity. If your organization 
does not have any experience sponsoring debates, you may submit information regarding  
any experience you believe is relevant to your organization’s ability to sponsor a debate.

15. Coronavirus Debate Experience: Describe your experience (if any) hosting candidate debates, 
or other events broadcast live, during the Covid-19 pandemic. Provide a list with links, if 
available, to these events. 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT & ACCESS 

16. Audience: List the outlet(s) New Yorkers would use to access each debate per platform and 
provide audience metrics for each (for broadcast, provide audience metrics for proposed 
debate timeslots):

a. TV:

b. Radio:

c. Stream:

d. Online:

e. Social Media:

 NOTE: the City Charter requires that the debate be made available for simultaneous broadcast  
on NYC-TV.

17. Marketing & Audience Development: How will New Yorkers find out about the debates? 
Describe your marketing and earned media coverage plans to ensure the debates reach the 
widest possible audience.

18. Reaching Underrepresented Voters: The City Charter mandates that the CFB empower voters 
who are underrepresented at the polls. The agency is focusing on helping young voters and 
naturalized citizens engage in the political process. How would you ensure the Debates attract 
and help inform these underrepresented voting groups?

19. Ranked Choice Voting: New Yorkers will vote in a new way in the 2021 primaries with ranked 
choice voting. How will you help New Yorkers understand and feel comfortable with this new 
voting system? Describe your plans to engage your audience on this topic before, during and 
after the debate. 
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20. The Campaign Finance Program and the Voter Guide: The Debates program are a part of 
New York City’s investment in campaigns that are funded by small contributions and public 
financing. How will you help inform New Yorkers about the matching funds program and other 
resources from the CFB like the Voter Guide?

21. Language Access: The CFB performs outreach to the diverse communities of New York City. 
Past CFB debates were broadcast simultaneously in Spanish and included sign-language 
interpretation. The debates have been rebroadcast in Korean, Russian, Punjabi, Hindi, Greek, 
Mandarin, Cantonese, and other languages. Please describe your plans to make the debates 
accessible to voters who speak languages other than English.

SCHEDULE

22. Schedule: Propose potential debate dates for each debate required by law. We would prefer 
that debates are held no more than 30 days before the primary or general election date. 
Consult the following chart outlining campaign finance disclosure deadlines, major holidays, 
and cultural events when developing your schedule.* Consider scheduling debates at least 
three business days after each filing deadline. 

 Please account for the following potential debates in your proposal (bolded events are 
expected to be held based on current candidate campaign finance reporting). Candidate 
debate eligibility depends on meeting specific campaign finance thresholds (see Debate 
Program background information). For the primary elections, debates may potentially be held 
among candidates for the nomination of each of the parties on the New York City ballot. Based 
on experience, it is unlikely that all debates listed below will be held because there will not be 
two or more candidates that satisfy the eligibility requirements. For reference, in 2013 there 
were 11 official CFB debates; there were six official NYC debates in 2017.

PRIMARY ELECTION – JUNE 22, 2021:

♦ Democratic Mayoral (1st)

♦ Democratic Mayoral (Leading Contenders)

♦ Republican Mayoral (1st)

♦ Republican Mayoral (Leading Contenders)

♦ Democratic Comptroller (1st)

♦ Democratic Comptroller (Leading Contenders)

♦ Democratic Public Advocate (1st)

♦ Democratic Public Advocate (Leading Contenders)

* Bolded events are expected to be held based on current candidate campaign finance reporting.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0B0b34dC_h__a0H_ta3BozvQ5DROv13r
https://nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/2017-debate-program-moderators-and-panelists/
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GENERAL ELECTION – NOVEMBER 2, 2021:

♦ Mayoral (1st)

♦ Mayoral (Leading Contenders)

♦ Comptroller (1st)

♦ Comptroller (Leading Contenders)

♦ Public Advocate (1st)

♦ Public Advocate (Leading Contender)

23. Scheduling Changes: Describe how your organization would accommodate a scheduling 
change in the date or time of the debate(s), if such a change becomes necessary. Describe  
the specific circumstances under which your organization might seek to change the date(s)  
of the debate(s).

CANDIDATE CRITERIA & EVALUATION

24. Candidate Eligibility Criteria: The city’s Campaign Finance Law establishes specific, 
nonpartisan, objective campaign finance thresholds for candidates to participate in the 
Debates. Any candidate who participates in the matching funds program and meets the 
thresholds, must participate in the debates. See the background information provided below 
for more information. In addition to the financial criteria set forth in the law, please provide  
any nonpartisan, objective criteria you would establish to determine candidate eligibility.  
Past examples have included polling, endorsements by membership organizations, and  
small-dollar contributors.

25. Post-Election Review: The Campaign Finance Board is required to evaluate the Debate 
Program in its post-election report (to be published in 2022) to the Mayor and City Council. 
The Board asks that you provide a report demonstrating how many New Yorkers engaged with 
the debates in 2021. The report should include the following statistics about the debates and 
any related events as well as other metrics as specified by the Board:

♦ Broadcast viewership statistics (from Nielsen or other service)

♦ Website and social media traffic

♦ Video views

♦ Attendance at in-person events

 How would you propose measuring the success of the Debates you sponsor?  
Will you provide these and other metrics to the CFB at the conclusion of the 2021 elections?
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NEW YORK CITY DEBATE PROGRAM BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

DEBATE GUIDELINES

First debate criteria: For the first primary and general election debates, the law provides that a  
debate participant:

♦ Must be a participating candidate 1 

♦ Candidate must have raised and spent an amount equal to 2.5% of the spending limit 
for the office sought by the last filing date prior to the debate:

— Mayor: $182,150

— Comptroller/Public Advocate: $113,875 

In addition, the law provides that non-partisan, objective, and non-discriminatory criteria may be  
used to determine eligibility. 

Second debate/“leading contender” criteria: The law provides that the second primary and 
second general election debates will include only those candidates who the sponsor has 
determined are the “leading contenders” for the office on the basis of non-partisan, objective,  
and non-discriminatory criteria (these criteria will be set forth in an agreement between the 
sponsor and the Campaign Finance Board).

A note on non-participating candidates: The law also permits sponsors to invite non-participating 
candidates to take part in any of these debates, as long as they have satisfied all the non-partisan, 
objective, and non-discriminatory criteria applicable to participating candidates, as discussed above. 
If a non-participating candidate declines an invitation, the debate shall go on as scheduled — except 
in the event there is only one participating candidate who qualifies for any debate, in which case 
that debate shall be cancelled.

1 All references to participating candidates (i.e., candidates who join the Campaign Finance Program)  
include “limited participating” candidates (i.e., self-funded candidates who agree to join the Program  
and limit their spending).
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2021 ELECTIONS — DATES TO CONSIDER

PRIMARY ELECTION

Friday, May 21 – Campaign Finance Filing Deadline (32-day pre-primary)

Monday, May 31 – Memorial Day

Friday, June 11 – Campaign Finance Filing Deadline (11-day pre-primary)

Saturday, June 12 – Early Voting Begins

Saturday, June 19 – Juneteenth

Tuesday, June 22 – PRIMARY ELECTION DAY

GENERAL ELECTION

Friday, October 1 – Campaign Finance Filing Deadline (32-day pre-general)

Friday, October 22 – Campaign Finance Filing Deadline (11-day pre-general)

Saturday, October 23 – Early Voting Begins

Tuesday, November 2 – GENERAL ELECTION DAY



2021 NYC DEBATE SPONSOR 
APPLICATION ADDENDUM

NEW YORK CITY CAMPAIGN FINANCE BOARD

In response to several questions from potential applicants, CFB staff has reviewed the policy 
on whether debates may be split into two parts if many candidates are eligible to participate. 
Considering the city’s new ranked choice voting system, we have determined that the law permits 
splitting debates into two parts under the following conditions:

♦ A debate may be divided into two parts if six or more candidates will participate.  
This includes:

— participating candidates who are required to attend, and 

— non-participating candidates who have met the thresholds and accepted  
an invitation.

♦ If debates are split,

— Each part must be at least one-hour,

— Each part must be of equal length,

— Eligible candidates must be assigned randomly to debate parts,

— The assignment process must be broadcast and/or streamed to ensure 
transparency,

— The format, moderators, and topics covered would be the same for each part.

Given these conditions, we ask that all prospective sponsors address the following questions 
in their applications.

A1. How many candidates would prompt you to split a debate in two (six or more)?

A2. How much broadcast time would you provide for each half (minimum of one hour each)?

A3. Please provide a schedule of when would you broadcast the second part of any debate 
that is split.

A4. What process would you use to randomly assign the eligible candidates?

A5. How would you ensure candidates receive an equitable amount of airtime across each 
debate part?

https://nyccfb.info/law/act/mandatory-debates/



