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As the city’s “ombudsman,” or go-between, the job of the Public Advocate 
includes monitoring the operation of the public information and service 
complaint programs of city agencies, and investigating, and trying to 
resolve complaints about many city services  In the Mayor’s absence, 
the Public Advocate acts as the Mayor; in the case of a vacancy, the 
Public Advocate acts as mayor until a special election is held  The Public 
Advocate is also responsible for presiding over City Council meetings and 
can sponsor local legislation  The Public Advocate earns an annual salary 
of $165,000 

Democratic Primary Candidates

Bill de Blasio
Eric Gioia
Mark Green
Norman Siegel

PLEASE NOTE: Other candidates may be on the ballot. Contact the Board of Elections for a complete 
list of all the candidates on the ballot.
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DEBATE PARTICIPANTS

Bill de Blasio
Bill de Blasio is running for Public Advocate to stand up 
for New Yorkers who are being ignored by City Hall  In 
these tough economic times, we need someone in City Hall 
who is fighting for people living in poverty, protecting our 
children, helping the homeless, and standing up for working 
families who have been overlooked by their government  
These are the communities Bill has fought for in the City 
Council, and who he will serve as Public Advocate 

Bill de Blasio has served as a member of the New York 
City Council since 2002, where he is Chair of the Council’s 
General Welfare Committee  Dedicating his life to public 
service, Bill worked as a close aide to Mayor David Dinkins 
and served President Bill Clinton, working at H U D  for 
then Secretary Andrew Cuomo on affordable housing issues  
De Blasio also ran Hillary Clinton’s successful campaign 
for U S  Senate in 2000, and served on his local New York 
City School Board before being elected to the City Council 
in 2001  Bill and his wife Chirlane live in Brooklyn with 
their two children Chiara and Dante; both children attend  
public school 

Reprinted as supplied by the candidate.
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Eric Gioia
Eric Gioia was born and raised in Woodside, Queens, where 
his family has owned a small flower shop on Roosevelt 
Avenue for over a century  He attended public schools PS 11 
and IS 125, and St  Francis Prep, and paid his way through 
NYU working nights as a janitor and doorman  After 
attending Georgetown Law and working in the Clinton 
White House, Gioia was elected to the City Council in 2001 
to represent the neighborhood where he grew up and where 
he now lives with his wife, Lisa Hernandez Gioia, and their 
daughter Amelia 

On the Council, Gioia has been a forceful advocate for 
everyday New Yorkers  He has secured millions of dollars 
to put computers in classrooms, expanded after-school 
programs, and helped get teachers reimbursed for school 
supplies they were paying for out of their own pockets  He’s 
defended tenants against crooked landlords and passed a 
landmark plan for new middle-class housing  And he has 
worked to expand economic opportunity — taking on 
predatory lenders and improving access to food stamps, 
including getting Costco to accept them  As Public 
Advocate, Gioia will fight to preserve the middle class 
and help those working to get there, ensuring that regular  
New Yorkers have a voice at City Hall 

Reprinted as supplied by the candidate.
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DEBATE PARTICIPANTS

Mark Green
Mark spent his first years in Bensonhurst, then Great Neck 
schools, and graduated with honors from Cornell University 
and Harvard Law School, where he was editor-in-chief of 
the Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review 

He was a public interest lawyer with Ralph Nader (‘70 – ’80), 
eventually running Public Citizen’s Congress Watch, before 
returning to NYC to found and run The Democracy Project, 
a progressive policy institute 

For 11 years, Mark was the Consumer Affairs Commissioner 
and then the Public Advocate for NYC (’90 – ’01)  Widely 
lauded for his advocacy for consumers and taxpayers, he 
initiated the effort getting 311 in NYC, successfully sued 
Giuliani twice over racial profiling, reduced tobacco ads 
targeting kids, improved transportation services to the 
elderly, passed legislation protecting domestic violence 
victims from workplace discrimination, and enacted the 
campaign finance law providing multiple matching funds 
for small donations 

Mark is the author/editor of 22 books on public policy, 
including the two best-sellers Who Runs Congress? (1972) 
and The Book on Bush (2004)  His latest book is Change 
for America: A Progressive Blueprint for the 44th President 
(2009) 

He recently taught for five years at NYU and has also been 
the President of Air America Media since 2007 

Reprinted as supplied by the candidate.
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Norman Siegel
Norman Siegel was raised in Brooklyn, and graduated 
from Brooklyn College and NYU Law School  He began 
his legal career in 1968, accepting a position with the 
ACLU’s Southern Justice & Voting Law Project  It was this 
immersion in voting rights and civil liberties that helped 
forge Norman’s abiding commitment to insure the rights 
guaranteed in the United States Constitution extend to 
all Americans, regardless of race, age, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, or gender  He served as Executive Director 
of the New York Civil Liberties Union from 1985 – 2000, 
putting him on the frontline in some of the city’s most critical 
struggles, such as the fight for citizens’ access to the steps of 
City Hall and the struggle for improved community-police 
relations  Norman’s work in civil liberties law has continued 
in private practice  He is counsel to Tuck-It-Away in their 
fight against the use of eminent domain in Columbia 
University’s expansion plan  He has also advocated and 
represented 9/11 Families, the Skyscraper Safety Campaign 
and Firefighters’ Families, the TWU and UFT in first 
amendment lawsuits, African American and Latino Police 
Officers in a racial discrimination lawsuit, and New Yorkers 
against the extension of term limits  Norman and his wife 
live on Manhattan’s Upper West Side and he is a proud 
grandfather 

Reprinted as supplied by the candidate.
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MODERATOR and PANELISTS

MODERATOR: Dominic Carter, host of NY1’s nightly political show Road to City 
Hall, is a fixture on New York’s political scene  An award-winning newsman, Carter 
has been with NY1 since its launch in 1992 and has moderated numerous debates 
and town halls in addition to interviewing prominent political players statewide, 
and many national and international leaders — earning the reputation as the best 
political reporter working in New York television 

Reprinted as supplied by the sponsor.

PANELIST: Daily News Political Correspondent Celeste Katz is covering the 2009 
election from the City Hall bureau  Celeste has written about politics and government 
at the national, state and local levels  She participated in the paper’s award-winning 
coverage of the 2008 presidential campaign and has covered three mayoral races 
and two gubernatorial elections  She has reported on the state Capitol as well as on 
city crime and public schools  Celeste was previously a reporter and columnist at 
the Providence Journal, covering everything from law enforcement and pop culture 
to the U S  Navy and Coast Guard  She holds a B A  in International Relations from 
Brown University 

Reprinted as supplied by the sponsor.

PANELIST: Brian Lehrer is host of “The Brian Lehrer Show” weekdays from 
10 am – noon on WNYC 93 9 FM, AM 820 and WNYC org  The program was 
recognized with a 2007 Peabody Award for “Radio That Builds Community Rather 
Than Divides ” Lehrer has won the Associated Press New York Broadcasters “Best 
Interview” Award four times since 2000  He has been a questioner in televised New 
York City mayoral debates in 1997, 2001 and 2005  Lehrer holds a masters degree 
in journalism from The Ohio State University and in public health from Columbia 
University 

Reprinted as supplied by the sponsor.

PANELIST: Anchor/Reporter Juan Manuel Benítez hosts NY1 Noticias’ Pura 
Política, a weekly talk-show on local, national and international politics — the only 
local Spanish language television news program  Benítez has been with Noticias 
since its launch in 2003 and has covered assignments from Puerto Rico, Mexico 
and Cuba  He has also been a panelist in New York City senatorial, gubernatorial, 
attorney general and mayoral debates, and has covered national conventions and the 
inauguration for President Obama from Washington, D C 
Reprinted as supplied by the sponsor.

http://www.wnyc.org/
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SPONSORS

NY1 News is a 24-hour local newschannel, serving New 
York City’s five boroughs and parts of Westchester and 
New Jersey  NY1 is part of Time Warner Cable’s Local 
News Division available to more than two and half million 
subscribers on channel 1 on the following cable systems: 

Time Warner Cable of New York and New Jersey and Cablevision Systems of  
New York City  It can also be viewed on closed circuit television in the state’s capital 
and in high definition on channel 701 

Reprinted as supplied by the sponsor.

NY1 Noticias is New York City’s only 24-hour Spanish 
language local newschannel, serving New York City’s five 
boroughs and parts of Westchester and New Jersey  Noticias 
is part of Time Warner Cable’s Local News Division available 

on channel 95 Time Warner Cable of New York and New Jersey cable systems, and 
194 of Cablevision Systems of New York City  It can also be viewed in high definition 
on channels 801 

Reprinted as supplied by the sponsor.

WNYC Radio is New York’s premier public radio station, 
comprising WNYC 93 9 FM and WNYC AM 820  As 
America’s most listened-to public radio stations, reaching 
more than one million listeners each week, WNYC FM and 
AM extend New York City’s civic discussion and cultural 

riches to the whole country, and air the best national offerings from National Public 
Radio, Public Radio International and American Public Media  WNYC Radio has a 
strong commitment to building an informed electorate, and has been broadcasting 
NYC Campaign Finance Board debates since the inception of the debate program  
This year, four of the debates will take place before a live audience in our new street-
level studio, The Jerome L  Greene Performance Space  For more information, visit 
www wnyc org 

Reprinted as supplied by the sponsor.

The Campaign Finance Board welcomes comments from the public about the 2009 Debate Program.  
To comment, please visit www.nyccfb.info/debates.

http://www.wnyc.org/
http://www.nyccfb.info/debates/debateprogram.htm
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SPONSORS

Citizens Union of the City of New York is an independent, 
nonpartisan, civic organization of members founded in 1897 
to promote good government and advance political reform in 
the city and state of New York  Citizens Union has worked for 
more than a century to ensure fair elections, clean campaigns, 

and open, effective government that is accountable to the citizens of New York  Over 
the years Citizens Union has spearheaded efforts for improved voting procedures, 
home rule for New York City, campaign finance reform, historic preservation, city 
charter revisions that made important structural changes to city government, and state 
government reform  Citizens Union evaluates and endorses candidates for elected 
office and publishes its highly regarded voters directory to inform New Yorkers of the 
candidates’ positions and capacity to advance good government and political reform 

Reprinted as supplied by the sponsor.

At Time Warner Cable we connect people and 
businesses with information, entertainment 
and each other  That’s why we bring you the 

latest innovations for your home — from high-definition television, to Enhanced TV 
features, to high-speed data and Digital Phone services  We also believe in the power 
of community, which we demonstrate through our signature education programs, 
countless hours of volunteerism and by financial contributions and in-kind support 
to benefit the communities we serve  

Our mission — connect people and businesses with information, entertainment and 
each other  Give customers control in ways that are simple and easy 

Reprinted as supplied by the sponsor.

The Daily News is the largest and most widely 
read newspaper in the New York metropolitan 
market, as well as the sixth largest daily and fifth 

largest Sunday newspaper in the country  The Daily News continues to lead all other 
newspapers as the paper of choice for New York City residents with an average daily 
readership of 2 5 million  In addition to the print readership, NYDailyNews com 
features 19 million unique users per month, according to the July 2009 WebTrends 
report  The Daily News’ in-depth investigations and hard-hitting coverage of politics 
and local news has time and again influenced change and affected policy decisions 
on issues important to New Yorkers 

Reprinted as supplied by the sponsor.

http://www.nydailynews.com
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CFB DEBATE PROGRAM

Overview

The Campaign Finance Board (CFB) serves the public interest by enhancing the 
role of New York City residents in the electoral process  In addition to matching city 
residents’ small contributions with public funds, the CFB helps provide voters with 
the information they need to make educated decisions at the polls  Together with the 
Voter Guide, the Debate Program is a cornerstone of the CFB’s voter education efforts  

The Campaign Finance Act requires candidates for citywide office who join the 
Campaign Finance Program to take part in debates before each election if they 
meet the criteria for participation  The Debate Program is administered by the CFB, 
in concert with various civic and media partners that sponsor the debates  The 
Debate Program provides the public with an opportunity to hear candidates discuss 
the issues of the day, giving potential voters a greater ability to play an active and 
informed role in the democratic process  

The Law

The law requires two debates be held before each primary and general election for the 
offices of mayor, comptroller, and public advocate  In the case of a run-off election for 
citywide office, the law requires that one run-off debate be held  Each debate must be 
at least an hour  Candidates who join the Campaign Finance Program are required to 
take part in all CFB debates for which they are eligible  

To be eligible, candidates must achieve a minimum threshold of funds raised and spent  
Additionally, sponsors may work with the CFB to determine other non-partisan, 
objective and non-discriminatory criteria  

The second debate in the primary and general election for each office is limited by 
law to the “leading contenders ” Leading contenders are determined by additional 
non-partisan, objective and non-discriminatory criteria determined by the sponsor 
after consultation with the CFB  

Debate sponsors may invite candidates who do not join the Campaign Finance 
Program to participate in any of the debates, as long as they satisfy the same criteria 
applicable to all participating candidates 

The criteria for participation in this Second Democratic Primary Debate for the 
Office of Public Advocate are that the candidate must be on the ballot and must 
have raised and spent $200,000 by the September 4, 2009 disclosure statement or 
must have raised and spent $25,000 by the September 4, 2009 disclosure statement 
and must have achieved 10% in a voter preference poll by September 1, 2009  For 
complete information on the criteria, please see our website: http://www nyccfb info/
debates/debateprogram htm 

http://www.nyccfb.info/debates/debateprogram.htm
http://www.nyccfb.info/debates/debateprogram.htm



