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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

STATEMENT OF CFB EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AMY LOPREST ON THE U.S.
SUPREME COURT RULING IN CITIZENS UNITED V. FEC

January 21, 2010—New York City Campaign Finance Board Executive Director Amy
Loprest issued the following statement today in reaction to the U.S. Supreme Court ruling
in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission:

“While today’s decision may have a critical impact on the next federal elections,
it addresses a specific provision of federal law that has no direct parallel in City
law.

“The decision addresses independent spending by corporations supporting
candidates; it does not disturb the prohibition on direct contributions from
corporations to candidates.

“New York City’s law prohibits candidates from accepting direct contributions
from corporations. This is true for all candidates—both for those who choose to
join the public financing program and for those who do not.

“The Court also affirmed the ability of government to require disclosure for
independent spending, no matter the source.

“The decision draws attention to the need for better, more complete disclosure of
political activity in New York City. We believe the Campaign Finance Act
should be expanded to require disclosure of independent spending on behalf of
candidates made by corporations and all other outside parties.

“As it has for more than 20 years, New York City’s public matching funds

program provides candidates with public funds that give small donors a voice to
counterbalance the impact of special interest spending.”
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